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Despite popular misconceptions, cooperatives present a very successful
organizational form worldwide. A recent study found that, in the U.S., for
example, among the companies that have survived for over 100 years, more
than 80 firms are cooperatives. This observation on cooperative longevity is
not matched by a corresponding research e ort on what makes cooperatives
so successful. Most of the extant research seems to focus on intracooperative problems that posit significant challenges to cooperatives. This
Special Issue of Sustainability aims at bridging the considerable gap between
scholarly work and reality. By focusing on what makes cooperatives so
successful for such a long period of time, this issue will shed light on key
aspects of cooperative longevity. The insights thereby gained will be useful to
students of cooperatives, practitioners, and policy makers.
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We are primarily interested in the social science approaches to the study of
cooperatives. The unit of analysis can be either the cooperative or the
member. Theoretical, conceptual, and empirical papers are welcome as long
as they do not make heroic assumptions.
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Open Access: free for readers, with publishing fees paid by authors or their
institutions.
High visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index Expanded, the Social
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(Web of Science) and other databases.
Rapid publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision
provided to authors approximately 32 days a er submission; acceptance to
publication is undertaken in 6 days (median values for papers published in
this journal in 2016).
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